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Discover why three-Michelin-star experienced Chef, Tristin Farmer's
surrealist relaxed fine dining restaurant at Zaha Hadid's The Opus has
become Dubai's most enchanting destination for couples seeking an
unforgettable romantic dinner

A Love Letter Written in Flame and Flavor

In a city where romance competes with skyscrapers and superlatives,
finding an intimate dining experience that speaks to both heart and
palate requires more than just breathtaking views. Dubai's most
discerning couples have discovered a secret hidden within the
architectural marvel of The Opus by Dame Zaha Hadid-Maison Dali, a
relaxed fine dining experience, where Mediterranean warmth meets
Japanese precision in a surrealist embrace designed for lovers who
refuse to settle for ordinary.

Led by Chef Tristin Farmer, whose three-Michelin-star pedigree from

Singapore's legendary Restaurant Zen informs every flame-kissed dish,

Maison Dali has quietly emerged as Dubai's newest romantic dining
icon—-a destination where each course tells a love story and every
moment feels suspended between dream and reality.

Why Maison Dali Defines Romantic Dining in Business Bay
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The Architectural Poetry of Zaha Hadid's The Opus

Before you even step through the door, romance begins with the journey.
Nestled within The Opus by OMNIYAT--Dame Zaha Hadid's final
completed masterpiece in Dubai--Maison Dali occupies a space where
architecture itself becomes an act of seduction. The building's
distinctive void, a dramatic cube carved from two glass towers, creates
an otherworldly entrance that sets the tone for what awaits inside.

Business Bay's waterfront location along Dubai Water Canal adds
another layer of enchantment. Unlike the tourist-heavy districts of
Downtown or DIFC, Business Bay offers couples a sense of discovery-a
neighborhood where luxury dining feels personal rather than
performative. The Opus building stands as a beacon of contemporary
design, its fluid lines and futuristic silhouette promising that what
happens within transcends the everyday.

Surrealist Intimacy: The Dali-Inspired Ambiance

Walking into Maison Dali feels like stepping through Salvador Dali's
subconscious-if the surrealist master had designed a space specifically
for lovers. Embroidered velvet cushions, gold-dipped sculptural chairs,
and paintings that seem to shift as candlelight flickers create an
environment that encourages whispered conversations and lingering
glances.

The lighting design deserves special mention: soft, warm, and
strategically dim, it flatters every complexion while creating pockets of
intimacy throughout the dining room. This isn't a restaurant where you'll
feel exposed under harsh fluorescents--every table feels like its own
private universe, shielded by the gentle choreography of shadow and
glow.

The Culinary Romance: Chef Tristin Farmer's Love Language
Mediterranean Soul Meets Japanese Precision

What makes a meal romantic? For Chef Farmer, it's the tension between
comfort and surprise, the familiar elevated into the extraordinary. His
menu at Maison Dali weaves Mediterranean flavors through Japanese
techniques, creating dishes that feel simultaneously nostalgic and
revelatory--the culinary equivalent of meeting someone who instantly
feels like home yet keeps you perpetually intrigued.
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Signature Romantic Dishes That Tell Love Stories

King Crab Ceviche with Fermented Pineapple & Trout Roe

The evening's opening act: delicate Alaskan king crab bathed in the
sweet-tart complexity of fermented pineapple, crowned with jewel-like
trout roe that bursts with ocean minerality. This dish whispers rather
than shouts, inviting you to lean closer, taste from each other's forks,
discover together.

Smoked Lobster Donabe with Juniper, Sansho & Black Truffle

Served tableside in a traditional Japanese clay pot, this dish arrives with
theatre and steam--a shared moment of anticipation as the lid lifts to
reveal tender lobster swimming in an aromatic broth perfumed with
juniper and sparked by sansho pepper. The black truffle shavings finish
the composition with earthy luxury. This is food that demands you slow
down, savor, connect.

Wood-Fired Duck Glazed in Hoisin with Plum Kosho

From Maison Dali's open flame kitchen, the wood-fired duck arrives with
crispy, lacquered skin that shatters under the gentlest pressure, revealing
meat that's been coaxed to tenderness over hours. The hoisin glaze,
spiked with plum kosho's fruity heat, creates a flavor profile that's
simultaneously comforting and exotic--the perfect metaphor for
romance that feels safe yet adventurous.

Nishiawa A5 Wagyu Tenderloin (Flambe Trolley Experience)

Here's where Maison Dali transforms dinner into spectacle without
sacrificing intimacy. The flambe trolley arrives at your table, and
suddenly you're not just dining—-you're witnessing culinary performance
art. As flames kiss the marbled Nishiawa A5 Wagyu, the Maillard
reaction creates a crust that contrasts with the butter-soft interior. The
drama of the presentation paradoxically makes the moment more
intimate; you and your partner share a secret within the restaurant's
larger narrative.

Honey Toast with Flambe Presentation

Few desserts capture romance like Maison Dali's reimagined honey
toast--a nostalgic ode to childhood innocence transformed into
sophisticated indulgence. Tableside flambe caramelizes the honey into
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burnished gold, while the toast's cloud-like interior soaks up vanilla
custard. Sharing this dessert becomes an act of gentle negotiation: who
gets the corner piece? Who finishes the last spoonful of melting ice
cream?

Bar Dali: Mixology as Foreplay

Adjacent to the main dining room, Bar Dali offers pre-dinner cocktails or
post-meal nightcaps in an atmosphere that hums with possibility.
Beverage Director Vitor Hugo Lourenco has crafted a cocktail menu
inspired by the seven art disciplines—-each drink a liquid sculpture that
engages all senses.

The zero-proof cocktail program deserves special recognition for
couples where one or both partners prefer non-alcoholic options. These
aren't merely "mocktails"--they're sophisticated compositions that mimic
the complexity of wine and sake, ensuring everyone can participate fully
in the evening's sensory journey.

The Chef's Canvas: Dubai's Most Exclusive Romantic Experience

For couples marking a truly special occasion--anniversaries, proposals,
milestone celebrations—-Chef's Canvas represents the pinnacle of
romantic dining in Dubai. Positioned as the world's first completely
menu-free fine dining concept, this ultra-exclusive experience unfolds in
Maison Dali's private dining room, seating up to 12 guests but perfect for
intimate parties of two.

How Chef's Canvas Redefines Romantic Dining

Unlike traditional tasting menus where the chef decides your journey,
Chef's Canvas operates on a revolutionary Memory Blueprint Protocol.
Through pre-dinner consultation, Chef Farmer and his team learn your
preferences, dietary restrictions, nostalgic food memories, and culinary
curiosities. The resulting meal becomes a personalized love letter-
dishes created specifically for you, never to be exactly replicated.

The private dining room itself sets the stage: bespoke wallpaper
featuring Dali's expressive portraits, seating for intimate groups, and
service that anticipates needs before they're voiced. This is where
architecture of intangible value meets culinary artistry-where the price
reflects not just ingredients but the creation of unrepeatable memory.
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For couples considering engagement or anniversary celebrations, Chef's
Canvas offers something no hotel restaurant or rooftop venue can
match: absolute exclusivity. This is your evening, your menu, your story.

Why Couples Choose Maison Dali Over Dubai's Other Romantic
Restaurants

Relaxed Fine Dining Without the Intimidation Factor

Unlike Michelin-starred venues where formality can overshadow
romance, Maison Dali has mastered what Chef Farmer calls "relaxed fine
dining"--the technical excellence of three-star cuisine without the
stuffiness that makes some couples feel they're dining for the
restaurant's approval rather than their own pleasure.

The service team strikes the perfect balance: attentive without hovering,
knowledgeable without condescension, playful without forced
cheerfulness. They read the rhythm of your evening--when you want
recommendations, when you want silence, when you need your wine
glass refilled before you notice it's empty.

Value That Respects Your Investment in Romance

Business lunch at Maison Dali starts at AED 130-165, while a la carte
dining for two with wine averages AED 800-1,200. The "Leave It to Chef"
tasting experience (AED 395) offers remarkable value for those wanting
to experience Chef Farmer's full range without committing to Chef's
Canvas pricing.

A Location That Feels Like Discovery

Business Bay's positioning along the Dubai Water Canal creates post-
dinner romance built into the geography. After your meal, walk hand-in-
hand along the illuminated promenade, where the city's skyline reflects
in calm water and the usual tourist crowds thin out. The Opus building
itself becomes a landmark in your relationship's story-"Remember when
we had that incredible meal at the Zaha Hadid building?"

Unlike restaurants in Dubai Mall or Atlantis where you're fighting crowds
before and after dinner, Maison Dali offers sophisticated urban romance:
cosmopolitan yet intimate, accessible yet exclusive.

Planning Your Perfect Romantic Evening at Maison Dali
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Best Times to Visit for Maximum Romance

Weekday Evenings (Monday-Thursday, 7:00-9:00 PM)

For couples wanting the most intimate experience, weekday early
evenings offer quieter dining rooms and unhurried service. The sunset
timing (depending on season) allows you to watch light transition
through the Opus's architectural void.

Saturday Dinner (8:00 PM onwards)

Saturday night at Maison Dali hums with energy without tipping into
chaos. The dining room fills with well-dressed couples and small groups,
creating an atmosphere that feels celebratory but not overwhelming.
Reserve at least 7-10 days in advance for optimal table placement.

Avoid: Friday Lunch & Late Saturday Night

Dubai's Friday brunch culture means lunchtime can feel more social than
romantic. Late Saturday nights (post-10:30 PM) sometimes see the
venue shift toward Bar Dali's more energetic lounge vibe, which may not
suit couples seeking quiet intimacy.

Dress Code & Ambiance Expectations

Maison Dali's aesthetic leans smart casual to business casual—-elevated
but not stiff. For women, a dress or stylish separates; for men, collared
shirts or smart polos. The surrealist decor rewards those who make an
effort without demanding formal wear.

Photography is welcome and encouraged (the lighting is deliberately
flattering), but the atmosphere discourages influencer-style photoshoots
that disrupt other diners. Bring your partner, not your ring light.

How to Book (And What to Request)
For Standard Dining:

e Book via maisondalidubai.ae or call +971 4 257 9354

* Request: Window seats overlooking the Opus void, or corner
banquettes for maximum privacy

e Mention special occasions when booking--the team often adds
subtle touches

For Chef's Canvas:
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e Minimum 7-14 days advance booking recommended
* Pre-dinner consultation call to discuss preferences
e Starting at AED 10,000 per couple (minimum spend)
» Best for proposals, milestone anniversaries, or once-in-a-lifetime
celebration

What Food Critics & Couples Are Saying
Vir Sanghvi, renowned food critic:

"Maison Dali deserves two Michelin stars. In a city where many
successful restaurants reek of vulgarity, this is an island of good taste;
food that easily deserves two Michelin stars but is served at brasserie
prices."

Star Wine List UAE 2025 Recognition:

Named finalist in two categories (Best Medium-Sized List, Best
Newcomer List), confirming that Maison Dali's beverage program
matches its culinary ambition--critical for romantic dinners where wine
pairing elevates the experience.

TripAdvisor Reviews (5.0/5.0 rating):

"We visited this restaurant for a special occasion and the experience
was absolutely incredible! The location is stunning - elegant, cozy, and
perfect for celebrations and romantic evenings."

"Fabulous lunch at Maison Dali, Dubai. Super food and service. Thank
you Chef Tristan [sic]. The atmosphere made our anniversary
unforgettable."

Frequently Asked Questions About Romantic Dining at Maison Dali
Is Maison Dali good for proposals or anniversaries?

Absolutely. Maison Dali's private dining room and Chef's Canvas
experience cater specifically to milestone celebrations. The team can
coordinate special touches (custom menus, champagne service, post-
dessert surprises) when notified in advance. The intimate atmosphere
and exceptional service create ideal conditions for life-changing
questions.

What is the dress code for romantic dinner at Maison Dali Dubai?
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Smart casual to business casual. Think elevated but comfortable:
dresses, stylish separates, collared shirts, tailored pants. The surrealist
ambiance rewards aesthetic effort without requiring formal wear. Avoid
athletic wear, beachwear, or overly casual attire.

How much should couples budget for dinner at Maison Dali?
For two people including wine/cocktails:

e Brasserie a la carte: AED 800-1,200

» "Leave It to Chef" tasting menu: AED 790 (AED 395 per person)
o Chef's Canvas (ultra-premium): AED 10,000+ (advance booking)
e Bar Dali cocktails & small plates: AED 400-600

Is Maison Dali suitable for a first date?

Yes, particularly for couples who want to impress without the formality
of traditional fine dining. The business lunch menu (AED 130-165) offers
an accessible entry point, while the relaxed atmosphere takes pressure
off first-date conversations. Evening dining provides more romance but
may feel ambitious for initial meetings--read your audience.

Can we request a private table for intimate dining?

When booking, request corner banquettes or window seats overlooking
The Opus void. For maximum privacy, inquire about Dali Supper Club
availability (limited seating, advance booking required). The private
dining room accommodates groups up to 12 but can be reserved for
couples seeking absolute exclusivity.

What makes Maison Dali different from other Michelin-quality
restaurants in Dubai?

Chef Tristin Farmer's three-Michelin-star pedigree (Restaurant Zen,
Singapore) brings institutional credibility, while his "relaxed fine dining"
philosophy removes intimidation. Unlike venues where Michelin stars
create stiffness, Maison Dali delivers technical excellence with warmth,
playfulness, and genuine hospitality.

Are there vegetarian or vegan options for romantic dinners?

Chef Farmer's vegetarian menu rivals the omnivore selection in creativity
and execution:
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» Potato Mochi with cacio e pepe and Vacherin Mont d'Or
e Cauliflower Milanese with Dali sriracha and ramson caper
» Stuffed Morels with seasonal vegetables

The kitchen accommodates dietary restrictions with advance notice,
ensuring both partners enjoy equally impressive meals.

What is the best way to experience Maison Dali on a special occasion?
For ultimate romantic experience:

1. Pre-dinner cocktails at Bar Dali (7:00-7:30 PM)

2. Corner banquette table in main dining room (7:30 PM reservation)
3. "Leave It to Chef" tasting menu to experience Farmer's full range
4. Wine pairing selected by Beverage Director Vitor Hugo Lourenco
5. Post-dinner walk along Dubai Water Canal promenade

6. Return to Bar Dali for nightcap (optional)

For once-in-a-lifetime celebrations, book Chef's Canvas 14+ days in
advance.

Is Maison Dali child-friendly or exclusively for couples?

While Maison Dali welcomes families, the ambiance and service style
cater primarily to adult dining. The intimate lighting, sophisticated menu,
and evening energy make it ideal for couples and adult gatherings rather
than young children. For family dining, consider weekend lunch hours
when the atmosphere shifts more casual.

How far in advance should we book for weekend romantic dinner?
Standard dining: 7-10 days for optimal table selection

Chef's Canvas: 14-30 days recommended

Walk-ins possible on weeknights but risk suboptimal seating.

The Verdict: Where Dubai's Romantic Dining Finally Grows Up

In a city obsessed with superlatives—-highest, biggest, most expensive-
Maison Dali offers something rarer: intimacy at the intersection of art
and appetite. Chef Tristin Farmer's vision transcends the usual Dubai
restaurant formula of spectacle-over-substance, instead creating a
destination where culinary excellence and romantic atmosphere achieve
genuine symbiosis.
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This isn't romance through proximity to celebrities or Instagrammable
moments (though the surrealist design certainly photographs
beautifully). It's romance through shared discovery--of flavors that
surprise, of presentations that delight, of conversations that deepen
when the environment conspires toward connection rather than
distraction.

For couples seeking Dubai's most sophisticated romantic dining
experience--one that respects both your palate and your partnership--
Maison Dali awaits. Hidden within Zaha Hadid's architectural
masterpiece, where Mediterranean soul meets Japanese precision in a
surrealist embrace, your love story finds its perfect culinary expression.

Book your table. Bring your partner. Let Chef Farmer write your next
chapter in flame and flavor.

Essential Information

Maison Dali
The Opus by OMNIYAT designed by Zaha Hadid
Business Bay, Dubai, UAE

Operating Hours:
Monday-Saturday: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM
Bar Dali: 5:00 PM - 2:00 AM

Reservations:

Website: maisondalidubai.ae
Instagram: @maisondali_dubai
Phone: +971 4 257 9354

Average Spend for Two:
AED 800-1,200 (including wine)

Cuisine:
Mediterranean-Japanese fusion, Relaxed Fine Dining

Dress Code:
Smart casual to business casual

Recognition:

Star Wine List UAE 2025 Finalist (2 categories)
Gault&Millau Culinary Innovators 2025 Collaboration
TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Award
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Parking:
Valet available at The Opus entrance
Public parking in Business Bay district
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